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FIFIELD, Bertie                                      
 
Private, 45082 
1/5th Battalion, Northumberland Fusiliers  
formerly 330, 54th Division Cyclist Corps  
Place of Birth: Haverhill 
Date of Death: Friday, 26th October 1917 
Killed in Action  
Memorial: Tyne Cot 
Theatre of War: France & Flanders 
Aged 27 years 
 
Bertie Fifield, the youngest son of Jeremiah and Eliza, was born in Haverhill in 
September 1890. 
 
Jeremiah, originally from St. Mary Bourne, Andover, Hampshire, worked as a railway 
porter.  He married Eliza Malster (born in Sutton, Suffolk) in 1866 in the Plomesgate 
district of Suffolk. They had eight children, of whom six survived childhood. 
 
The family first lived at Railway Street, Chelmsford, where they had two children.  
Jeremiah and Eliza. They then they moved to Haverhill settling at 38 Withersfield 
Road.  Jeremiah was working as a railway shunter for G.E.R. 
 
By 1901 Jeremiah, Eliza and their six surviving children (two daughters and four 
sons) had moved to 48 Withersfield Road. By 1911, both Bertie and brother Albert 
were the only siblings still living at home with their parents who were now both 
employed as caretakers for the West End Congregational Church. Bertie and Albert 
were both working as horse hair weavers, most likely at Chauntry Mill.  
 
Bertie enlisted at Colchester Green joining the 54 Division Cyclist Corps, Regiment 
No. 330, and with them he saw action in Egypt.  He then transferred to the 1st/5th 
Battalion Northumberland Fusiliers and was involved in the Third Battle of Ypres in 
1917, the offensive mounted by Commonwealth forces to divert German attention 
from a weakened French front further south. The main assault quickly became 
bogged down against determined opposition and suffered from deteriorating weather, 
giving rise to thousands of casualties on both sides.  Bertie was killed in action on the 
26th October 1917. Another man with Haverhill roots, Charles Payne, also with the 
Northumberland Fusiliers, was also killed in action on this date. 
 
The war diary for October 1917 shows that the Battalion were posted to the front at 
Schaap Balie. On the 25th October, the evening before a planned attack, rations and 
hot tea were served. The following morning at 5.40am a ‘barrage commenced. 
Companies go over well. Enemy barrage on road… within 3 minutes of zero hour’. 
 
The war diary for the date when Bertie and Charles Payne were killed in action 
records that their attack was met with heavy enemy machine gun fire: ‘Barrage 
commenced 5.40am. Companies go over well. Enemy barrage on road within 3 
minutes of zero hour. A Coy heavily shelled. 7.10 am: Reports from wounded that all 
companies have taken 1st objective. 7.40 am: Report from wounded that B Coy are 
on Hill 23 but suffering heavy machine-gun fire from the direction of wood.  9 am: 
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Report that C Coy held up by machine-gun fire from huts …From the wounded, the 
following reports are gathered: B Coy (left Coy) advanced well from assembly point 
taking first objective easily until they reached the road which was found wired 
between the trees. When the first and second waves reached this and attempts were 
made to cut the wire and reach enemy trench which was full of enemy, they were 
enfiladed by machine gun fire and practically wiped out. The other waves were 
unable to advance on account of intense M.G. fire. C Coy and 4th N.F. on their right 
advanced as far as huts but were unable to advance further on account of M.G. fire. 
D Coy, having taken first objective advanced under heavy fire. No further news can 
be obtained of this Coy. 11 pm - Bn relieved by 4th Bn Yorkshire Regt.’ 
 
The war diary for this date lists the numbers of casualties: ‘sixty Other Ranks were 
killed; one hundred and forty nine were wounded with two hundred and thirty 
missing’. 
 
Bertie Fifield, was one of those who was reported missing on 26th October 1917.   
 
The terrible news arrived by a letter to Bertie’s parents at 48 Withersfield Road from 
the War Office. The South West Suffolk Echo reported on 3rd August that the letter 
which had been received the previous week intimated that no news had been 
received respecting their youngest son Pte. Bertie Fifield, of the Northumberland 
Fusiliers, who was reported missing on 26th October, and consequently the Army 
Council had been regretfully constrained to conclude that he was dead, and that his 
death took place on October 26th 1917 (or since).  Bertie was 27 years of age. 
 

 
With no known grave Bertie is remembered with honour at Tyne Cot Memorial, 
Belgium. (photo courtesy of CWGC) 
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He was awarded the Victory Medal, the British Medal and the 15 Star Medal. 

 

 

 

Bertie is also remembered on the Memorial Plaque in the West End Congregational 
Church where his parents had worked as caretakers in 1911. 

 
At the unveiling of the Haverhill memorial a wreath was laid with the inscription: 

 
‘In loving memory of my dear brother, Bertie Fifield,  
from his loving sister Lonie.’ 


